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NOTES AND NEWS 

Letter from Professor Major 

To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods: 
Two points in the review of my " Elements of Psychology " 1 seem to 
call for brief notice. (1) The reviewer is evidently unfamiliar with the 
distinction between the broad generalization known as the law of psycho- 
neural parallelism and the several doctrines described under the heading — 
psychophysical parallelism, and so finds what he thinks is an incurracy in 
statement. In passing, I may say that in order to avoid all possible mis- 
understanding the term " psychoneural correlation " will be substituted, 
in the revised edition, for the term " psychoneural parallelism." (2) The 
diagram on page 47 of the text has had a sorry time of it at the hands of 
several critics, and no doubt it could be greatly improved. And yet I am 
inclined to think that if it is examined in connection with the descriptive 
matter of the text (p. 48), and if the reader remembers that the diagram 
i This Journal, Vol. X., page 669. 
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professes to be only a diagram (not a figure), his reaction will be a trifle 
milder than that of the reviewer cited above. 

Very truly yours, 

David E. Major 
University op Ohio. 



A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on December 22, Pro- 
fessor G. Dawes Hicks, President, in the chair. Mr. C. Delisle Burns read 
a paper on " William of Ockham on Universals." The problem of the 
reality of universals and particulars is not purely medieval, and not only 
of historical interest. The difficulties which were once faced by William 
of Ockham still need discussion. The problem arises in the perception 
that we do not quite know what we mean when we say that two things are 
similar. Various forms of modern idealism seem to imply that what is 
real is ultimately and most truly one and indivisible. The particular and 
the distinct should therefore have no reality except the conventional real- 
ity given it by our need for action or the unfortunate limitations of 
" finite" mind. But this is simply to adopt the solution offered by all 
medieval realism in its modern form, as in Thomas Aquinas and Duns 
Scotus. It must mean that particulars are to be explained finally in terms 
of universals ; or at least that the individual is regarded as a difficulty re- 
maining over to be explained after we have grasped the real nature of the 
whole. And it was to destroy precisely this form of philosophy that Ock- 
ham labored. The interest of the position as Ockham found it is that it 
was practically the same as that which we find to-day in surviving ideal- 
ism. — A thenaeum. 

Dr. Frank P. Graves, of the Ohio State University, has been ap- 
pointed professor of the history of education, and Dr. Harlan Updegraff, 
of Northwestern University, professor of educational administration at 
the University of Pennsylvania. Professor A. Duncan Yocum, who has 
occupied the chair of pedagogy at that institution, will continue as pro- 
fessor of educational research and practise. 

Professor Shepherd Ivory Franz, scientific director and psychologist 
of the Government Hospital for the Insane, Washington, D. O, recently 
addressed the Medical Society of St. Louis, on the subject of "Psycho- 
logical Factors in Medical Practise." 

A regular meeting of the New York University Philosophical Society 
was held on Tuesday evening, January 13. Professor John Dewey, of Co- 
lumbia University, read a paper on " Some Conceptions of Pragmatism." 

Mr. H. G. Childs, professor of educational psychology in the Brooklyn 
Training School for Teachers, has accepted an appointment to the chair 
of educational psychology in the University of Indiana. 

Mr. A. G. Steele has been appointed head of the department of psy- 
chology in Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Christine Ladd-Franklin recently held a conference on Color- 
vision at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 



